The Electoral College

What is the Electoral College?

ﬂ:iginallyumtlwdnih:dgupiml'pupnli.rpauniu‘,ﬂwfwndm afthe Congtitution, In177,
pmvldedthatﬂupmﬂdenlbﬁﬂm:mirﬂrﬂﬂ}'thrﬂqhth:'w college” mther than directly by
the viters.

Under the Constilulion each sate choosss “electorn” for the povdi dent and the vies porewicdent of e
United Sistes. PFresidental elecHonsare wop by ebechoral votes, not popularvite s The numberof elecdomn
in always the same 23 tha combined number of LS, Senators and Representatives allotted Ls asch state,
With cne hundred senators and 435 representatives in the House Plurthres electors from the Distd et of
Columbia, previded by the Tweniy-third Amendment, the total electors] eolirge vobe s 538, The make
up and opemation of the electoral eollege e tightly deflned by the Comstitution but the method of
choosing electory is left to tha slates,

How are the Electors Chozen?

Elmulsmmmhfpupulmﬁnmrpmu.Hhmwtmvuufn:mmummt,ﬂupm actually
¥olluy for the electors pledged to their presidential candidate. Elechors are named by the gate party

erganizations. Thede political parties arrange slatas of electars, all pledged to support the candbdate
nomlinated by the party,

Election of President and Vice-President

The Twelfth Amendment, Ln 1804, requived ¢lectors o ca s two sep arate ballots, one (o7 it president
and thealhgy [or vice-president Thisisthe only constitutional chapge thathas been made In the glec bl
college, other than to add thres electoral votes for the Distrct of Columbia in 1961,

Presidential and vice-presidential candidates of a party run ap o team. In pome statds, chndidates
appearon the ballok; in olher states, both eandidates and electors are identified. The victor in each stalg
is determined by eounting the voues for each slate of electons; the slalg receiving the most votes (Lhe
plusality, not necessarily the majosity af te voles caet) is declared the winner.

In Case of No Majority

1f no pregidential candidale receives an abaclute majority of the electoral wotes, the House of
Representubves picke the winner from the top theee candidates, with each state delegation casting anly
one voee, regard ez of its size. Only two US. elections have been decided this way (1800 and 1524).]

Ifnovige-presidential cand) date ceceiven an abpolute inajority, the Setule picks tee winner froos tha
top two candidates. Each senator hae 0w vote. The Senate has normade the choice inee 1538

Winner-Take- All Method
r Tobe electad Lo the presidency, & candidate must receive an sbsglute majorty (270) of the electoral
votes. A pandidate that wine most of the popularvoles | the plumlity vote winnerhin & partioular state,
gete all of the etectoral voies in thal state, and the loser pets none. Thus a candidate who fails to carry a
particular glale, even if the boss fubya sHm margln of popular votas, neceives not a single clectoral vole
in that alate. It is the elecioral vobe talty that determings tha winner of the election in November.
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